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The migration of the swallows.       [A.D. 1773.
Messieurs Edward and Charles Dilly1, booksellers in the Poultry: there were present, their elder brother Mr. Dilly of Bedfordshire, Dr. Goldsmith, Mr. Langton, Mr. Clax-ton, Reverend Dr. Mayo a dissenting minister, the Reverend Mr. Toplady2, and my friend the Reverend Mr. Temple.
Hawkesworth's compilation of the voyages to the South Sea being mentioned ;—JOHNSON. ' Sir, if you talk of it as a subject of commerce, it will be gainful3; if as a book that is to increase human knowledge, I believe there will not be much of that. Hawkesworth can tell only what the voyagers have told him; and they have found very little, only one new animal, I think.' BOSWELL. ' But many insects, Sir.' JOHNSON. ' Why, Sir, as to insects, Ray reckons of British insects twenty thousand species. They might have staid at home and discovered enough in that way.'
Talking of birds, I mentioned Mr. Daines Barrington's in-genious Essay against the received notion of their migration. JOHNSON. ' I think we have as good evidence for the migration of woodcocks as can be desired. We find they disappear at a certain time of the year, and appear again at a certain time of the year; and some of them, when weary in their flight, have been known to alight on the rigging of ships far out at sea.' One of the company observed, that there had been instances of some of them found in summer in Essex. JOHNSON. ' Sir, that strengthens our argument. Exceptio probat regulam. Some being found shews, that, if all remained, many would be found. A few sick or lame
1  ^o. post, May 15,1776.
2  The writer of hymns.
3  Malone says that' Hawkesworth was introduced by Garrick to Lord Sandwich, who, thinking to put a few hundred pounds into his pocket, appointed him to revise and publish Cook's  Voyages,   He scarcely did any thing to the MSS., yet sold it to Cadell and Strahan. for ^6000.'    Prior's Malone, ^.^i.    Thurlow, in his speech on copyright on March 24,1774, said 'that Hawkesworth's book, which was a mere composition of trash, sold for three guineas by the booksellers' monopolizing.'    Parl. Hist, xvii. 1086.    See ante, i. 293, note 2, and Boswell's Hebrides, Oct. 3.
onesbroke. She was living when her story, s slightly veiled as it is, was thus published by Boswell. The marria£ was not a happy one. Two years after Beau clerk's death, Mr. Burk looking at his widow's house, said in Miss Burney's presence:—' I ai extremely glad to see her at last so well housed; poor woman! tl
